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Level control
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Upper about 2200 basic words
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A Note About the Author

Wilbur Addison Smith was born on 9th January, 1933 in
the southern African country which is now called Zambia.
At that time, the country was called Northern Rhodesia. It
was governed by the British and many British people lived
there. Wilbur Smith was educated in South Africa, where he
lived for many years.

Wilbur Smith’s first book — When the Lion Feeds — was
published in 1964. Since then Wilbur Smith has written
more than twenty-eight novels. His work has been
translated into twenty-five languages. All of the novels are
adventure stories and many of them take place in Africa.
Although some of Wilbur Smith’s novels are set in the late
twentieth century, most of them are historical novels. The
author has written several series of novels about the adven-
tures of families over a long period of time.

Wilbur Smith publishes a new novel every two years, and
several of his books have been made into successful films.

The Seventh Scroll is a modern thriller that is set in the late
twentieth century. But it is a sequel’ to an earlier book called
River God, which is a historical novel set in Ancient Egypt,
nearly 4000 years ago. A retelling of River God is also avail-
able in this series of Readers, although it is not necessary to
read it before you read The Seventh Scroll. River God is set at
the time when Egypt was invaded? by people from western
Asia, who the Egyptians called the Hyksos. In the story, The
Seventh Scroll, some Ancient Egyptian records are discovered.
They had been written on scrolls of papyrus’ and one of

them told of a tomb that had been built for an Egyptian king
at the time of the Hyksos invasion.
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Death by the Nile

octor Duraid Al Simma was sitting on a chair in the
Dgarden of his villa. His wife, Doctor Royan Al Simma,
was sitting beside him. It was late in the afternoon and the
sun was sinking low in the sky.

The house was not far from the city of Cairo, the capital
city of Egypt. There were palm trees on three sides of the area
of land where the villa stood. On the fourth side, the River
Nile flowed.

Duraid and Royan Al Simma were Egyptologists. They
studied the ancient monuments* of their country and they
studied its history. They both worked at the Department of
Antiquities’ in Cairo.

Royan was much younger than her husband. She was thir-
ty-two years old. Her father had been Egyptian but her moth-
er had been English. Royan had a British passport. She and
her husband both wrote and spoke English as well as Arabic.

The two of them were eating a simple meal of dates, olives
and flat bread. Royan looked across the river at the setting
sun. As the red sun sank behind the palm trees on the west
bank of the river, it coloured the water red. The water from
the River Nile kept a narrow strip of Egypt green and alive.
Beyond the trees, lay the brown, dry desert where few things
could live.

The air became cool as the sun set. Soon, night had fallen
and stars were shining brightly in the dark sky. The noises of
crickets and frogs came from the river, together with the gentle
sound of the flowing water.

Duraid stood up and went into the villa through the back

door. He turned on the lights in the villa, then he called to
his wife. “Well, it’s time to start work,’ he said.
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Death by the Nile

Royan went into the main room of the house — the living
room. As usual, the living room looked like a library. There
were books and papers everywhere. There were piles of books
on shelves and piles of papers on the floor. All of the books
and papers were about Ancient Egypt.

In the corner of the room was a steel safe. Royan opened
the heavy door of the safe and took out a scroll made of
papyrus. It was very old.

‘The Seventh Scroll,” Royan said to herself.

This scroll was almost 4000 years old and she loved to
hold it and read it. The words on the scroll were written in
hieroglyphics®. This was the written language which the
Egyptian people used for thousands of years before they wrote
and spoke Arabic.

The man who had written the scroll was a slave’ called
Taita. He had lived at the time of the Hyksos invasion of
Egypt, nearly 4000 years ago.

Taita was the slave of Lostris, a Queen of Egypt. When the
Hyksos invaded the land, Lostris had led her people to the
south to escape the invaders. She had led them into the land
of Cush — the area which now forms the countries of Sudan
and Ethiopia.

Somewhere, in Ethiopia, these exiled® Egyptians had built
a tomb for their dead king — the Pharaoh Mamose — Lostris’s
husband. Later the exiles had returned to Egypt. Taita had
written about the life of Lostris, soon after her death. He
had written this record on ten scrolls. The scrolls had been
found in Lostris’s own tomb, which had recently been dis-
covered. In the Seventh Scroll, Taita had described the
building of Mamose’s tomb. But the slave did not describe the
place exactly, because he did not want anyone to find it. He

had done his work well — the location of the tomb was still a
secret!

Now Royan and her husband wanted to find that tomb.
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a type of qutomatic rifle. (See Glossary 36). The AK47

Aummntic Kulnshnikov 47 — was first designed and made in Russi:
by a man named Mikhail Kalashnikov in 1947. A

67 jetty (page 69
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A Guide to Pronunciation

[dokto duorerd zl 'sTmo/

Dr Duraid Al Simma
Dr Royan Al Simma [dokto ro1AN ael 'stma/
Nicholas Quenton-Harper [nikeles kwenton ‘ha:pa/
Nahoot Gudabbi [na:hu:t gu:'da:bi:/
Mek Nimmur [ mek nrmuor/
Geoffrey Tenant [ dsefri: ‘tenont/
Jannie [jeeni: /
COlfmel Nogo /k3:nl ‘nougau/
g&’;i;’m?lw | [ borts bru:silof/
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i chiller /. gotavult fon '[i:1o/
Taica se [fearau ma:'mohsi:/
Y irniz [ta'tta:/
gL [lps'tris/
Seth ['taenu:s/
Osiris [set/
Isis [au'saroris/
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